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Our latest tests yield 13 top values
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Flooring
oLrD oAr is still America's fa-
vorite flooring for style, and vinyl
wins if you're on a budget. But
lower prices and improved perfor-

mance for bamboo make it a top pick when
it comes to toughness.

ln our tests of almost 50 floorings,
EcoTimber's Woven Honey bamboo beat a
bevy of hardwoods with its impressive
resistance to wear and dents. Yet at $5.50
per square foot, it costs more than one-
third less than some solid-oak floorings.

Bamboo is more renewable than trees
because that fast-growing grass can be
harvested in as little as four years. The Eco-
Timber and last year's top-scoringTeragren
are part of an industry move to strand bam-
boo. which is shredded into fibers to make
it harder than the usual strips. Lower-
emissions adhesives are another benefit.

You'll pay even less for the best plastic-
laminate flooring and get the look of wood
or stone and "floating" installation with-
out nails orglue. But our tests, which in-
clude months of simulated foot traffic,
spills, and other abuse, show that big
names don't always deliver durability,

Pergo is the biggest name in plastic-
laminate flooring, which typically uses a
clear wear layer over a photo of wood or
stone. But in our abrasion tests, two Pergo
products showed wear far sooner than the
top-scoring Armstrong. Long wear is espe-
cially critical for laminate flooring because
it can't be refinished.

And though vinyl is the only water-
proof alternative to tile for baths, perfor-
mance varied even from lines within the
same brand. Congoleum is a best-selling
vinyl brand. lts premium DuraCeramic
Sierra Slate did best in our tests. But its
entry-level Pacesetter scored last among
vinyl and among the lowest overall.

How to choose
See the box below for pros, cons, and pric-
es for each of the six major flooring types.
then see our recommendations for top
picks. Here are other shopping tips:

Gauge the traffic. The best vinyl floor-
ing for kitchens is also best for baths be-
cause moisture and spills won't damage
it. lhe two Lumber Liquidators solid floor-
ings we tested and the three lowest-

l. soltDwooDrEAMBoo

BQ3tfor naturalwarmth in a
kitchen: can be sanded and
refi nished several times.

8ut ooor choice for baths and
other damp places. Wood can
discolor and wear quickly and
tends to dent. Hard to install.

Price 57 to 512 per sq. ft.

4. VtitYL

8ert for baths and budget
kitchens. Easy installation.
Resists wear, moisture,
stains, and sun damage.
Some looks more like stone.

But even the best still looks
like vinyl up close.

Price 53 to 57 per sq. ft.
Note: Prices include installatron.

2. ENGINEEREDWOOD

B€st for easy installation-
Veneer over substrate; most
can be nailed. stapled, glued.
or floated, May be refi nished.

But poor choice for baths:
can be damaged by spills.
Wears quicklV and dents easily.

Pri<e 55 to 510 per sq. ft.

5. UilOLEUM

BC3t tor those who want a
natural, resilient material.
Fine for baths; tends to resist
moisture, dents, and sunlight.

But wear and scratch
resistance varied. Vinyl still
offers more choices for less.

Price 54 to $9 per sq. ft.

3. PI.ASTIC I.AMII{ATE

Best for toughness, choice,
easy installation; can be
floated. The best have better
finish wearthan some wood.

8ut poor choice for baths;
can be damaged by big spills.
Can't be refinished.

Price 54 to 58 per sq. ft.

6. CERAMIC TITE

Best for baths or kitchens
with a bigger budget. Tends
to resist wear, most damage.

But hard surface can break
dropped items. Difficult to
install. Tile can crack. and
grout can stain.

Price 58 to 515 Der sq. ft.
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BY THE NUMBERS 47 Products tested 486 Staining agents applied 9,072 Hours under UV light

scori ns cnr,tiuc.r'rcd lvood lloorinss s$ elled
f rou.r hcavy spi l ls.

Consider doing it yourself. l'lomc-
r)rvnLrrs inst.r l l  r .rughl1, h.r l iof al l  l looring.
Floated t loors art- 'e.rsiest. For vin1,|,  p[;1n15
or t i les ar( 'e. lsicr to inst.r l l  than slrr ' t ' ts.

Think safety. ahlost .rll tlooring scored
good or bcttr,'r for n,et .rncl drt' slip resis-
r.rnce. f te Morrrado and \vicandcrs pl.rst ic
laminates and trvo top Conuokum vinyls
did especial ly n'el l :  t l ie r\nderson Pacihc
Cunrbe rl.rnd Oak solid rvood scort'd [air.

Be sure it's really green. Wood floor'
ing certifit'd bv the Fort,st Stcn,.rrdship
Counci l  lnd Sust.r inablL' Forostr\ ,  l r l i t ia-
t ira. of icrs somo . lssur( luco t lrat i t 's from
sust.rinably' ur.in.rged lirrests. But other
l looring m ight h.rvc grccn .rt tr ibutcs s' i th-
out those crcdenti .r ls. \ ' inyl f loorinr. l  ce rt i
f icr l  by,t lre irrdustr l ,  FloolScorc prosrrm
nrcets C.r l i l tuni.r surrd.rrds. thc nation's
toushcst, lbr volat i le olg.rnic ctrmpounds,
n,hich arr '  l inl icd to Irc.r l th problems anrl
pol lLrt ion. Our picks .rro on th. l t  l ist.  l lut
vi nt,l tlcxrrs st i I I bri nq ot lrr.r coueerrrs. such
.rs phthl l .r t t  r)xposrlrr, .  r long ivi th rtraur.r '
t :rctr.rr ing anrl dispos.r l  l t lzarcls.

Damaged vinylfloors are relativelv eagy
to replace, but you'll probably repair solid
wood. We asked Sprigg Lynn, owner of
Universal Floo6 in washington, D.C.,
about the most common wood-floor
problems. Price ranges are based on floors
up to 2OO square feet:

Problem Worn finrsh
Repair Bufl ing or l iglrt  s.rndrng, plus frnrsh.
DIY cost 520 to S50 per gal lon for f inrsh (about
a gal lon for 200 square feet).  S10 to S20 for
othL'r nlaterials olus sander rental.
Pro repair S3O0 to 5800 plus S10 to S20 per
new board i f  needed.

Problem Bo.rrds are cracked, cupped, or
crowned from humiditV extremes.
Repair Sand or replace boards that st i l l  look
damaged once humidrty is at normal level
DIY cost 5ame as for worn f inish.
Pro repair 5500 to 51,000 plus 5]0 to 520 per
new board if needed

Problem Water damage f rom floodrng or a
major krtchen sprl l
Repair Sand and ref inrsh r{ d, lmagc 15 mrnor;
replace boards rf  major.
DIY cost Same as for worn f inrsh for mrnor
damage, butgeta pro inspection.
Pro repair 51,700 to 52.200 for labor and
l l .ratenals to rrp out and replace the damaged
floor rng af ter ma.1or water damage.

Armstrolg l.lature s 6allery American
0uet 16522-N8l Natural oak (narr0$/)
lvilsonart t$ate Plus Harvest 0ak
w3000lll
tontado Cork R|(4900l Jisbula
Cinnamon (CarDet one) l
Pergo Arrolad€ Rusti( Oak PJ2627
pergo American C0ttage Nalural Oak
80094 (Lowe's)
ilanning0n Rev0luti0ns Plank 0ntari0
Oak 26100 Natural
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Ratings Flooring
In perfornlance order, within types. (Types designated A. B, etc.)

0 l0lr
p L t  i  c  iv6i  t

A pRgflltsxfo SOtlD wooD Usually nailed to a subfloor at grade or above; usually %-inch thi(k.
ffi

iui t Teragren Synergy Wh€al
L 1 I  TPF'SWN.WHT(strandl , oru . .  i l  tJ  9 v

t ! , :3 BruceDundeeplankNaturaltBlzl0 5.70 22 i l  a O O . e
rE(0f im-ber50l idBambooHorizont,r l5.5027i lOOaOO' Arnber ESPHAF6 ,
i luTlelll!9.lqlto-rs8ellaw0odilatural 4.70 40 EX a . O O O" Red oak HUsR0lNlSv
6 ilirageClassrcBrazilianCherry(Jatoba) 8.00 2t) il e O a O O' t2264
, lauront lassi(sNorthernRedOak9.00l0i lOOaaO
' Naturill R0010225
. IeragrenSignarureNaluralst lalNatural 900 t7 EI e O a A a" PF.FGI{.MPT .

r lilTffl,:illjl#','^'-jtlrninsxar 400 rn til e o e o.
tn f!!-ll!-o-1f1cifi(cumberland0ak s.00 t$ lL e el a o .'" PACIw0ll4 Canebrake

B tletlffRfo w00D Can usually can be nailed 0r stapled anywhere in the house,

r tr - Shar [oic Hardwood SvmDhonr(t'..t z swllg-i74 Red oak Narlr;l .
| - I : llannlngton Ameri(an [lassics
L: ) '  Collection Oak Plank

ii-t
Iohawk Aniquity Santa Bafbara Plank
WSKI[-0]] Harvest Oak :

BR-lll Brazilian Cherry pFtNGBCI r
Bru(e Turlington Lock-n-F0ld l"
MaDle Natural EMAo016
x.nniDSto[ E)(oti(s Collection
tlorizonlal Bamboo 8H03NAl Natural '
Harrir W0od Traditions S0lid Red 0ik
Natural HS70200K31 'rtauron NextSteo Northern Red 0ak
Nalural R0018225 l
Bruce Turlington l" oak Plank
Euttefs(0tch E5l6
lrmstrong Beiklord l" 0ak Plank
Harvest Oak BP42lHOtG

PLASIIC UlMlllAIE tan usuallv be floated anv14/here in the h0use.
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Ratings Flooring continued
In performance order, within types. (Types designated A, B, etc.)

C pusrtc untilATE ronrinued
7 WicandersCorkcomtortfloalingHPs 3 lZ00 23

" Kronoter Srviftlork Dynamk ClirE grjzirirn c-heffv oqlg iLowe s) 2 60 21

o fronoter Swilttork Dynami( Merbau 2.40 26' Erazil 01460 {Iowesl
lo Pergo Presro.Red Oak Slorked PH 4577 l.0o 20'- (Home Depot)
rr Qul(k.Step ljnirlic Plank 8mmrr (ttasic aob) utglu l,latural Red oak 250 l1

t2 oupont Real.Touch Elite Merbau FG80l0 4.00 18" (Hom€ DeDot)

D YlilYl, Can usually be glued down anywhere in the h0use.
l'lr ConSoleumo,uraterami(Sierraslale 4.00 u il O O O O Or . st.74 6oldenGreige

COVER STORY KITCHENS & BATHS
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Overtiew
Top performers did best in our everyday
abuse tests. For baths, we suggest vinyl or
ceramic t i le for i ts moisture resrstance.

lf you want rolid wood or bamboo:
Al EcolimbcrSs 50/sq ft cR8.rt8uV
A2 Tlrrgren58.50Aq.ft.
A3 8ruccS5.70/so ft.

Among bamboo, Al offers better dent
resrstance and costs less than A2. Choose A3 if
oak is worth less dent and UV resistance.

Real wood with easier installation:
Bl Armrtrcngs750/sq ft
82 5hrw55/so ft
ll tlrnnington57254q ft.
85 BR-tlt 55.i040. ft.

O Annrtrong 53.504q. ft . Cn 8C3t BUV
C: tililronrrt S5.50bq. ft

lmpressrve wear resrstance ano a Iow pnce
make Cl a top value. Choose C2 if you need
suDerb dent resistance. Also consrder C3 and
C7 if you're willing to pay for real cork, rather
than a photo, beneath the clearwear layer.

For baths or a kitchen on a budget:
Dl Congolcun9/5q. ft. CR8€stluy
0l Congoleum 55.20/5q. ft.
03 llannington 54.80/sq fr. cR lert Buy
D{ [atcossAq.ft

Al l  are t i les or Dlanks. whrch are easier to
instal l  than sheet vinVl. Both Congoleums and
Nafco mimic stone better than many; Dl rs
tops for stains. Choose D3 rf vou want a wood
look. Also consider the sheet D5 i f  you want
your f looring without any seams.

tc
oo
oo

Vl Z Congoleum Duraslone HPF Hearthstone 5.20 l8L:r - HT.43 Sandv Clav
v I lannlnglonAduraVinraSe0akPlank 4.80 16
r-r . l{afco Eener Livrns C0llection Perma-
l ' '  I  s t0neNaturals lat ;N5.660sandstone )uu zl

{ ArnitronS-Deslinati0ns Padua 1.50 4' tieldaone 95017
. l,mstrong Natural tusion
' Mediterranean walnur x1002 Honev 4 50 r

, Congoleum Ultima 5 Star Nalural Plank 2.70 r' tlLoll Natural
n ,laf(o Sesl l"ivrng [ollecrion crestview 200 z]o Plrnk CP-37 Medrum oak
9 ||annin$on ilatural! Grand Cayman ].60 {

In AtmstrongMemoriesOakRiver62S6l Z.Z5 |'- Natural Oak
ll congoleun Pacesener 2.00 4
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O These use a veneerof  bamooo orwooo over

-  
wood substrate.  Choose Bl  i fyou want a top

'  bamboo,thoughttmustbef loated 82and83
O are best among oak and can be nar led or

glued: 83 can also be f loated or stapled. Bs
O must be nai led;  choose i t  i f  vou value Brazi l ran
O cherry over stain resrstance. Also consider 85 i f

color change from sun isn't a coricern.o
For laminate'r style and toughness:

a

o
e
o
o

o
c
o
o

c
o
o
o
o

E ttlottult can usually be glued down or floated anywhere in the house.
t Armrlront Marmorette Oak Brown 4.00' 19066 ?
2 xarmoleum tlick Sahara 53174 6.00
I iloYa Linoleum Klick 6615 700

"nneoooo
2lmoeooo
lsi laeOeO

' 8amboo pr0du(1. , Cannot be lloated. .r (ork produ(I. n Not applicable; (omes in sheots.

Guide to the Ratings
Overall score is based marnly on resista nce to wear. scratches. dents, stains, sunlight, moistu re. and slips.
N,4oisture resrstance, not shown, rs based on damp sponge left overnight (mrnor spills) and soaked samples
( longexposure) 5l ipresistance,notshown,rsfr ict ionlevelusrngindustrymachinewithleatherandneol i te.
Drsplayed score5 are rounded, models are listed rn order of precise overall score. wear denotes how quickly
surface wear was notrceable after abrasron nrachine was u5ed. scratches is abrlity to withstand dra8Bed
objec! srmulatron Dents rs resrstance to blunt and pornted weights dropped from various heiShts. Sunlight
(UV) rs exposure to hrgh levels of ultraviolet light for rou8hlv two weeks, Price per 3q. tt. rs based mainly on
price pard. 5q. ft. per box is as clarmed.

ECRBestBuy
These models offer the best combination
of performance and price. Al l  are
recommended.

ERecommended
These high-scoring models stand out from
the crowd for the reasons below.
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